
 

Class: IX        Subject: History 

Cycle- 5 (2nd August- 20th August, 2021) 

Name of Textbook: India and the Contemporary World- I 

Chapter: 1 Socialism in Europe & the Russian Revolution 

WEEK- I 

Topic: 2.2, 2.3/Page No. 31-32 

Step I Learning Objectives: 

• To familiarize with the social and economic condition in Russia prior to the 

Revolution. 

• To be able to compare the conditions existed in Russia with other countries and 

in present time  

• To develop understanding on the historical background of the rise of socialism 

in Russia and to assess the role of Lenin. 

• To be able to identify the ideological differences of the different socialist 

parties. 

Pre-requisite: 

• Which two new classes of people emerged in European society with 

industrialization? 

• How was the condition of the workers? 

• Who was the ruler of Russia at the time of the outbreak of the World War I? 

• State any feature of the Russian Empire in 1914. 

 

Read the following topic from textbook (page 31-32) 

 

2.2 Economy and Society 

2.3 Socialism in Russia 

 

Watch the following videos- 

 

https://youtu.be/UUwO_I7GW9M (Russian society) 

 

https://youtu.be/lctklKLx8yI (Bolsheviks & the Mensheviks) 

 

Step II Learn the bullet points on the topic: 

 

• Economy: 

➢ About 85% of Russian population depended on agriculture for living. 

➢ Russia was a major exporter of grain. 

➢ St. Petersburg & Moscow were the only prominent industrial areas. 

➢ Much of the production done in craft workshops. 

https://youtu.be/UUwO_I7GW9M
https://youtu.be/lctklKLx8yI


➢ Expansion of railways & increase of foreign investment in the 1890s led to 

growth of industries. 

➢ Most industries were private property of individuals. 

• Workers: 

➢ In craft units & small workshops working hours were sometimes 15 hours & 

workers were accommodated in rooms or dormitories. 

➢ Workers were divided social group.  

➢ Metalworkers considered themselves as aristocrats on account of their skill & 

training. 

➢ 31% workers were women but they were paid lower wages than men. 

➢ Despite division, workers unite to strike for any dismissals & working 

conditions. 

• Peasants: 

➢ Peasants too were divided social group as there were landless labourers as well 

as rich peasants. 

➢ They had no respect for the nobility. 

➢ Peasants wanted the land of the nobles to be given to them. 

➢ Russian peasants pooled their land periodically and divided it according to the 

needs of individual families. 

Socialism in Russia: 

• All political parties were illegal in Russia before 1914. 

❖ Russian Social Democratic Workers Party- 

• Marxian socialists founded the Russian Social Democratic Workers Party in   

1898. 

• It set up a newspaper, mobilized workers & organized strike & worked as illegal 

organization. 

• According to the social democrats, peasants are a divided social group, & hence 

cannot be part of a socialist movement. 

• The party became divided over the strategy of organization into two groups- 

❖ Bolshevik Group 

❖ Menshevik Group   

      
  

❖ Socialist Revolutionary Party- 

• Russian peasants were seen by some socialists as natural socialists for their 

custom of pooling land periodically. 

• According to them peasants, not workers are the main force of socialist 

revolution. 



• Socialists formed the Socialist Revolutionary party in 1900. 

• It demanded for peasant’s rights & demanded land of the nobles be transferred 

to the peasants. 

                                                                    

Step III Class-activity: 

Quiz (set 1) 

1. What was the percentage of peasant population in Russia in the beginning of 

the twentieth century? 

A.         50%                B. 75%             C. 80%             D. 85% 

2. Name the two prominent industrial areas in Russia. 

3. Identify the word- a small place or building in which goods are produced or 

repaired___________ 

4. State true or false- Textile workers considered themselves aristocrats among 

other workers in Russia. 

5. Which of the following statements is incorrect with regard to the Russian 

peasants? 

A. Russian peasants were socially divided. 

B. They had great respect for the nobles. 

C. They pooled their land periodically. 

D. They demanded land of the nobles to be given to them. 

 

Set 2 

1. Which of the following political party supported peasants’ rights? 

A. Russian Social Democratic Workers Party 

B. Socialist Revolutionary Party 

2. State true or false- The Russian Social Democratic Workers Party was divided 

by Tsar Nicholas II. 

3. Identify the party- They believed that the party should control the quality and 

quantity of its members. __________________ 

4. Who was the leader of the Bolshevik Parry? 

5. Which of the following was the most probable cause of Lenin’s not supporting 

peasant’s role in a socialist movement? 

A. All the Russian peasants were wealthy. 

B. Russian peasants were already practicing socialism by pooling their land. 

C. Peasants were not one united group as there were capitalist peasants also. 

D. Peasants were illiterate. 

 

Home-Work: 

Write the following question-answers in history note book: 

 

8. In what ways the working population in Russia different from other countries 

in Europe?                                                                                                            5 

Ans: 



• About 85% of the population in Russian Empire earned their living from 

agriculture, while the proportion was between 40%-50% in the west European 

countries. They produced for the market as well as for their own needs. 

• Workers were a divided social group on the basis of their skill. Metal workers 

considered themselves aristocrats among other workers as their occupations 

demanded more training and skill. 

• Except in a few cases peasants had no respect for the nobility in Russia, where 

as in countries like France peasants respected nobles and fought for them. 

• In Russia peasants wanted the land of the nobles to be given to them. Frequently 

they refused to pay rent and even murdered landlords. 

• Russian peasants pooled their land together periodically and their commune 

(mir) divided it according to the needs of individual families. 

 

9. Describe the growth of socialism in Russia.                                              5 

Ans: 

• The Russian Social Democratic Workers Party was formed in 1898 by followers 

of Karl Marx. It had to function illegally as government banned all political 

parties. It set up a newspaper, mobilized workers & organized strikes. 

• Socialists in the countryside formed the Socialists Revolutionary Party in 1900. 

They struggled for peasant’s rights & demanded land belonging to the nobles 

be transferred to peasants. 

• Social Democrats disagreed with Socialists Revolutionaries about peasants as 

they felt that peasants were not united group, some being rich & others poor.  

• Social Democratic Workers Party became divided over the strategy of 

organization into Bolshevik & Menshevik groups. 

• Bolsheviks thought the party should be disciplined & should control over the 

quality & quantity of its members. Mensheviks thought the party should be open 

to all. 

 

Step- IV Solve the following revision paper. 

 

Time: 30 minutes                                                                                      MM: 10 

 

1. Name the two prominent industrial areas in Russia.                                          1 

2. What was the main source of Russian economy in the beginning of the twentieth 

century?                                                                                                               1 

3. Give one example to justify that the Russian workers were socially divided.   1 

4. State one ideological difference between the Bolsheviks and the Mensheviks. 1        

5. Write briefly about the condition of Russian economy at the beginning of the 

twentieth century.                                                                                               3 

6. “Social democrats disagreed with Socialist Revolutionaries.” Discuss the main 

issue of disagreement between them.                                                                3 

 

 


